"Then/* said Melibee, "he is well worthy of par-
don and to have his sins forgiven who excuses not his
crime but acknowledges it and repents, asking indul-
gence. For Seneca says: 'There is the remission and
the forgiveness where confession is/ For confession
is neighbour to innocence. And he says in another
place: 'He that is ashamed for his sin and acknowl-
edges it, is worthy of remission/ Therefore I assent
to peace; but it is best that we do this with the ad-
vice and consent of our friends/'
Then was Dame Prudence right glad and joyful,
and she said: "Certainly, sir, you have well answered.
For just as by the counsel, assent, and help of your
friends you have been stirred to avenge yourself and
go to war, just so you should not, without their con-
sent, accord and make peace with your adversaries.
For the law says: There is nothing so good in kind as
that a thing shall be unbound by him by whom it
was bound."
And then Dame Prudence, without delay or tarry-
ing, sent messengers for their kindred and for their
old friends who were true and wise, and told them
in detail and in order, in the presence of Melibee,
all of this matter, as it has been here expressed and
declared; and she prayed them that they would ad-
vise and counsel what best were to be done in this
need. And when Melibee's friends had taken their
advices in this said matter, and had examined into it
with diligence, they gave their counsel for peace and
rest; and that Melibee should receive, with good
heart, the prayers of his adversaries for forgiveness
and mercy.
And when Dame Prudence had heard the assent of
her lord, Melibee, and the counsel of these friends,
how they accorded with her will and intention, she
was wonderfully glad of heart; «and she said: "There
is an old proverb which advises that the goodness
you may do this day, do it; and delay it not until the
morrow. Therefore I counsel you that you send wise
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